
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 
THE GRAMMY MUSEUM SM AT L.A. LIVE PREMIERES FIRST 

EXHIBITION TO EXPLORE HISTORY OF  
MUSIC AND POLITICS IN THE U.S.  

 
Songs of Conscience, Sounds of Freedom Opens Dec. 6, 2008 

 
 

LOS ANGELES (Sept. 16, 2008) — The GRAMMY MuseumSM will open to the public on Saturday, 
Dec. 6 with the debut of Songs of Conscience, Sounds of Freedom — the first major museum exhibition 
to explore the 200-year history of music and politics in America, and music's role as a political force in 
society.   
 
"We are thrilled to open The GRAMMY Museum with an unprecedented exhibition so important and 
relevant to our country today," said Museum Executive Director Robert Santelli. "Songs of Conscience, 
Sounds of Freedom shows just how empowering music can be, and we hope to inspire intelligent 
discourse about the role of music and how it continues to change the world."  
 
Unique in its historical scope, the exhibition explores how music has long given Americans a 
fundamental means for enacting political values. Through artifacts, images, multimedia kiosks, film, and 
music, Songs of Conscience,Sounds of Freedom investigates the fundamental connection between music 
and politics, the extent and effectiveness of political song in American history, the creative process of 
political songwriting, and music's social function as a vital source for information, inspiration, and public 
protest. 
 
Bringing together more than 100 diverse artifacts and 70 rare photographs from government  
archives and private collections, the exhibition features a wide-ranging array of items,  
including: 
 

• Guitars and banjo belonging to Pete Seeger, Woody Guthrie, and Bob Dylan 
• 1848 edition of The Anti-Slavery Harp, an abolitionist songbook 
• Grandmaster Flash's turntables 
• 1816 edition of "The Star Spangled Banner" 
• Handwritten lyrics from Patti Smith, Tom Morello, Tim McGraw, and others 
• John Philip Sousa's conducting baton and gloves 
• Labor organizer Joe Hill's "My Last Will" 
• J. Edgar Hoover's FBI summary of the MC5 
• The iPod of a U.S. soldier serving a tour of duty in Iraq. 

 
Five specially-made documentary films by noted documentarian Jim Brown explore  
key figures in the history of music and politics, with commentary from contemporary 
GRAMMY® winners, while listening stations throughout the exhibit enable visitors  
to hear more than 100 topical songs from the history of American music.  
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"We are seeking to move beyond common assumptions about music as mere entertainment and spark 
awareness about its function as a social and political force," said Daniel Cavicchi, the exhibition's guest 
curator and Associate Professor of American Studies, Rhode Island School of Design.  "We want to show 
that political uses of music are part of mainstream participation in American society. While the 
institutions of government give elected officials the authority to shape policy and create law, the power  
of music enables American citizens to publicly express their needs and create the debate and discussion 
necessary in a democracy." 
 
Songs of Conscience, Sounds of Freedom will be on display at The GRAMMY Museum on the 2nd floor 
— where original temporary exhibits will be showcased on a rotating basis — through December 2009 
before touring nationally.  
 
The GRAMMY Museum will celebrate its grand opening with a slate of activities December 3–7, 2008, 
and will present educational and public programs related to Songs of Conscience, Sounds of Freedom 
throughout 2009. The Museum's grand opening will mark the culmination of the GRAMMY® Awards' 
milestone 50th Celebration. 
 
About The GRAMMY Museum 
Paying tribute to music's rich cultural history, The Recording Academy and AEG proudly present The 
GRAMMY Museum, opening December 2008 in downtown Los Angeles. This one-of-a-kind, 21st 
century museum will explore and celebrate the enduring legacies of all forms of music, the creative 
process, the art and technology of the recording process, and the history of the premier recognition of 
excellence in recorded music — the GRAMMY Award. The GRAMMY Museum will feature interactive, 
permanent and traveling exhibits — with four floors of dynamic and engaging multimedia presentations 
— and will be located within L.A. LIVE, the downtown Los Angeles sports, entertainment and residential 
district. Through thought-provoking and dynamic public and educational programs, guests will 
experience music from a never-before-seen insider perspective that only The GRAMMY Museum can 
deliver. 
 
General Information: The GRAMMY Museum is located within L.A. LIVE at 800 West Olympic 
Boulevard, Suite A245, Los Angeles, CA, 90015. The Museum, adjacent to STAPLES Center, is open 
seven days a week from 10 a.m–6 p.m. Museum admission is $14.95 for adults; $11.95 for senior citizens 
(65+); $10.95 for students with I.D. (ages 6–22); $10.95 for members of the military; members and 
children 5 and under are admitted free. For more information about The GRAMMY Museum and its 
programs, call 213.765.6800 or visit www.grammymuseum.org.  
 
With "more music per square foot" than any other location nationwide, L.A. LIVE is the home of  
NOKIA Theatre L.A. LIVE (7,100 capacity), Club NOKIA (2,300), the Conga Room (1,000) and The 
GRAMMY Museum. Located directly across from STAPLES Center (20,000), the sports, residential and 
entertainment district will celebrate grand opening festivities throughout the month of December, 2008. 
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The Recording Academy 
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